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Dear Colonel Carter,
Confirming my recent telephone conversations with you. We have been
definitely informed by the P. & O.Co. that Mr. Gandhi and party will come
overland from Marseilles by the P.& O. Special leaving Marseilles on Friday
next and due at Folkestone about 1 P.M. on Saturday, the 12th.
A letter has been sent from this office to Mr. Gandhi to be delivered to
him at Marseilles, and we believe that similar letters have been sent by
his friends, suggesting to him to great desirability of his coming up to
London from Folkestone by road. I understand also that Mr. C.S. Andrews
has gone to Marseilles partly to impress on him the desirability of falling
in with this suggestion. We hope, therefore, that Mr. Gandhi will adopt this
arrangement, which was agreed to at the informal conference held here
on the 3rd September, in the circumstances the best to adopt. If by any
chance he refuses (and you may have noticed in to-day’s evening press
that Mrs. Naidu has telegraphed Mr. Polak — from whom we have
confirmation of the story — protesting against an arrangement which
would prevent the people of England from seeing the Mahatma) we ought
to know of his refusal early on Friday, as both the Consul General at
Marseilles and the P. & O. Agents there, not to mention Mr. Andrews, have
been asked to telegraph definite information on the point.
Assuming that he agrees to come by road he will, we understand, go
straight to the Friends meeting House near Euston for a reception. Mr
Vincent, who is going down to Folkestone to meet him, will try and arrange
that the cars reach the Friends Meeting House about 5.39; I will arrange
to get confirmation of this from Vincent.
After arrival at the Friends Meeting House Mr. Gandhi’s further
movements are a matter wholly for himself and his friends but, we believe
that after a reasonable interval he will go straight down to the Kingsley
Hall Settlement in Bromley in cars provided by his friends.
In the event of his firmly refusing to come from Folkestone by road
arrangements will have to be made to deal with a possible demonstration
when the P. & O. Special reaches Victoria at 3.30 p.m. In any case, as was
mentioned to Superintendent Parker, Maulana Shaukat Ali will be arriving
by that train and there is likely to be quite a considerable crowd of
Moslems to meet him with which I suppose the Metropolitan Railway
Police would have to make arrangements to deal.
I promised Superintendent Parker to let you have a copy of the telegram
we received from the Government of India as to the necessity of protecting
Mr. Gandhi while he is in this country, and I now enclose it. (As a matter
of fact I have run together the text of two separate telegrams received
from India). As regards a visit to Lancashire, or any other provincial
center, I understand that this possibility is now not very great. If, however,
Mr. Gandhi does accept an invitation for such a visit we should know 4 or
5 days before hand and would let Scotland Yard now at once. I understand
from Superintendent Parker that in such an event all necessary
arrangements would be made by Scotland Yard with the local police
authorities.
If there is any sudden development I will let you know of it as soon as
I hear of it myself.

Gandhi with Sarojini Naidu in London, 1931
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Your Sincerely,

(Lieut. Colonel J.F.C. Carter, C.B.E. New Scotland Yard.

With Charlie Chaplin in Canning Town (East London), Septermber 1931.
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